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•  The origins of syphilis are 
shrouded in mystery. It apparently 
crawled out of the bowels of Hell 
and first appeared in Europe in 
1495. 





•  It is believed by many scientists 
that Columbus brought it back 
from the New World. 



•  Others believe it was a mutation of 
Yaws, another spirochete 
Treponema pertenue. 



Symptoms of Yaws, before and after 
penicillin treatment 



•  But let’s not talk about genetic 
mutations for another couple of 
hours. 



•  This is Treponema Pallidum.  



•  It is called a spirochete because of 
its spiral shape which helps it drill 
through places it doesn’t belong. 



•  When it first appeared while it 
didn’t kill as many people as the 
Black Death it was considered 
another plague. 



•  It was devastating. Victims were 
covered in sores, abscesses and 
ulcers. Their noses fell off. They 
literally rotted away.  





•  It is written that when the syphilitics 
were moved into a neighborhood 
the lepers would complain bitterly. 





•  It was called The Great Pox after 
smallpox.  



•  Voltaire wrote “On their flippant 
way through Italy, the French 
carelessly picked up Genoa, Naples 
and syphilis.” 



•  Victims were treated – if they could 
afford it – with mercury and a host 
of other less effective “medicines” 





•  The modern term quack comes 
from the old German word 
Quacksalber, a fraudulent doctor 
that overprescribes mercury. 



•  The English and Germans called it 
the “French disease” and the French 
called it the “Neapolitan disease”. 



•  The treatment offered victims in 
1888 (mercury) was the same as from 
1588. There were no advances in 
treatment for over 300 years.  





•  “The poison of darkness…”  
– Carl Jung    

•  “What you done in the dark sure   
  come to the light”  

– Tuskagee study subject.    







Syphilis in Whitechapel 1888 























Mercury 
Potassium Iodate 

Arsenic 

Strychnine (Nux Vomica) 

Syphilis Medicines in Victorian Times  



Mercury Chloride 



Potassium Iodate Poisoning 





Salvarsan 



Code words to describe Venereal Disease 

•  Enfeebled constitution 
•  Debauched personal habits 
•  Degenerate vices 
•  Tertiary taint  
•  Exhausted 
•  Irregularities of living 
•  Excessive lifestyle 



Code words to describe Venereal Disease 

•  Dissipated state of health 
•  Sexual insanity 
•  Morally insane 
•  The evening routine of soldiers 
•  Brain exhaustion 
•  Sexual excess 
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“I believe that Jack the Ripper was a 
victim of that dreaded disease, syphilis, 
for which a slow and not very effective 
course of mercury and iodine was then 

the only treatment we had. (…) So I used 
to imagine the half-crazed sufferer, his 

bones being gnawed away by this terrible 
ailment, determining to revenge himself 

on the class of women from whom he 
had caught it.” 
D.G. Halstead 



The man's physical health ruined and his 
career broken, he has possibly suffered 

specific brain damage as well. Any how he 
is mad, and his mania, rising from the 

particular to the general, takes the fell form 
of revenge against the class, a member of 

which has wrought him his blighting hurt, 
against, too, the persons of that class plying 

in Whitechapel, since it was from a 
Whitechapel loose woman that he took his 
scathe. A wounded wild beast crunches the 

spear that has stricken him. 
Archibald Forbes, Oct. 3rd, 1888 



It has been more than once suggested that the murderer is a 
MONOMANIAC WITH MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE. 

The doctor had an assistant who has gone mad recently, and 
who is exactly the sort of man Mr. Archibald Forbes had in 

his mind in his diagnosis of the murders. He has been the 
victim of "a specific contagion“, and since then has been 

animated by feelings of hate, not to say revenge, against the 
lower class of women who haunt the streets.  

“A medical gentleman called at The Star office yesterday to 
give us some important information regarding a suspicion 

which he entertains as to the murderer.” 



Duluth Daily News, November 13, 1888 













Guesstimates of Infection Rates 

•  Lannec Clinic, Paris 1917: 
 •  15-18% of women 
•  20-28% of men 

•  Fournier 1875: 
•  13-15% of adult males in Paris 

•  Blaschko, Berlin, 1900 
•  Merchants and Clerks 

between 18-28: 45% 
•  USA, WWI enlistees 

•  20% 
•  Budapest 1911 

•  33% of registered prostitutes 















82,943 patients in lunatic asylums in England and 
Wales in 1888 
66% of the men had syphilis per 1907 post mortem 
survey on MEN  
Assuming this syphilis is indeed GPI/Tabes and 
not coincidental  
11% of the women had it (based on M/F GPI ratio 
i.e. 6 to 1 male) 
Weighted average calculation 
37,601 M x .66 = 24817  
45,042 F x .11 = 4955 
24817 + 4955 = 29772 
29772/82943 = .3602 

Calculation Assumptions I 



Rounding to 36% of patients with GPI/Tabes 
caused by syphilis 
29871 Neurosyphilitics in England and Wales in 
1888 (doesn’t include borderline etc etc) 
298,710 Tertiary Syphilitics (10% of Tertiary 
become Bat Shit Crazy) 
995,700  Secondary Syphilitics (30% of 
Secondaries progress to Tertiary) 
3,982,800 Primary Cases in 1888 (25% of Primary 
Progress) 
3,982,800/28,500,000 = 13.9% of population with 
Primary Syphilis in 1888 

Calculation Assumptions II 



Our guesstimates on the Percentage of the population 
in Great Britain to have syphilis in 1888  

•  Based on Lunatics Post Mortem Survey 1907  
14% 

•  Royal Commission of Venereal Diseases 1913-1916: 
„The number of persons who have been infected 
with syphilis, aquired or congenital, cannot fall 
below 10% of the whole population in the large 
cities.“  

•  Based on Whitechapel Infirmary 
calculations 7% 



„I have been accused of seeing syphilis everywhere,  
but I am afraid I have not seen it often enough.“  

PHILIPPE RICORD 



P=(1-(B1*B2))^B3  

B1 = Probability John is infected 

B2 = Probability of transmission given that 

John is infected 

B3 = Number of tricks turned 

More fun with numbers 



High End Brothel 



Subsistence 



Editorial The Lancet, 1864 

If the butcher´s shop may occasionally be 
visited and inspected for diseased meat, why 

should the brothel be so exempted? 



The Victims 



Mary Ann „Polly“ Nichols 



"I'll soon get my doss money. See 
what a jolly bonnet I've got now."  

"I've had my doss money three 
times today and spent it. It won't 
be long before I'm back."   



Elizabeth Stride 







Catherine Eddowes 



•  “…severing the tip of Eddowes’ 
nose was the murderer’s way of 
branding the woman, true or not, as 
syphilitic…” 

Donald Rumbelow, The Complete Jack the Ripper 



Mary Jane Kelly 



•  “She was in a gay house in the West 
End, but in what part she did not say. A 
gentleman came there to her and asked 
her if she would like to go to France. 
(…) She did not remain long. She said 
she did not like the part, but whether it 
was the part or purpose I cannot say.” 

 
               Joseph Barnett during Mary Jane Kelly´s inquest 



Duluth Daily News, November 13, 1888 



Annie Chapman 



•  “The deceased was far advanced in 
disease of the lungs and membranes of 
the brain, but they had nothing to do 
with the cause of death.” 

Chapman´s inquest 



•  …In one version of the story, Annie is to have 
thrown a half penny at Cooper and slapped her 
in the face saying "Think yourself lucky I did 
not do more."  

Casebook Jack the Ripper 

•  It appears obvious that she did pick up 
medication at the casual ward. The lotion found 
in her room may have brought up there at this 
time. 
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The Suspects 





Francis Tumblety 



Credit: Steward P. Evans 







Thomas Neill Cream 



He had a „desire to get rid of women 
who were in a condition in which they 

were a menace to society…“  





James Maybrick 



•  Maybrick expressed a fear of paralysis, even 
from his Norfork days in the 1870s. 

Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  Madam Mary Hogwood, a madam in a cathouse 
in Norfork V. testified that for several years 
Maybrick came in 2-3 times a week and took 
arsenic 2-3 times an evening 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  Children, Flo and his other wife Sarah Maybrick 
(he was a bigamist) all arguably died insane. 
Son James Jr/Bobo died at 29 when he drank 
some cyanide apparently thinking it was just a 
glass of water. Gladys’ home was stuffed with 
enough medications to stock a pharmacy. 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  His doctors prescribed for him at one time or 
another all of the major medicines used to treat 
syphilis. Arsenic, strychnine/nux vomica, 
hydrate of potash, bromide of potassium (used 
when the system has become insensitive to 
iodates) , Plummer’s pills ( mixture of calomel 
and antimony sulfide with guaiacum), Fowler’s 
solution (arsenic dissolved in potash), bismuth 
and compound sulphur lozenges (given in cases 
of mercury tolerance). Maybrick’s tongue was 
described as “simply filthy”, probably from all 
the heavy metals he was taking. 



Sir Jim´s Magic Pharmacy  

•  Mercury 
•  Bromide of Potassium 
•  Arsenic 
•  Hydrate of Potash 
•  Calomel (Mercury Chloride) 
•  Antimony 
•  Bismuth 
•  Strychnine (Nux Vomica) 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  The attack of pains from side to side of his head 
sounds like the lightening pains of tabes 
dorsalis. 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  Florence told one of the doctors that she thought 
the illness was from “irrregularities in eating or 
drinking before marriage” Dr. Carter testified 
the problem was “some grave indiscretion of 
diet away from home”. Our emphasis – code 
talking. 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  A doctor in London – why not Liverpool? – 
testified Maybrick called on him several times 
for psoriasis of the feet, and he prescribed 
solution of arsenic. Told him if he did not 
continue the medicine he might have paralysis.  





Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  When Sir Jim went into his death spiral 
Florence asked his brother to send his friend Dr. 
M’Cheyne. We believe this is Dr. McChenna 
who worked with Dr. F. Lowdes of the 
Liverpool Lock Hospital. 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  The very first witness called for the defense was 
Dr. Rawdon Macnamara, also of the Liverpool 
Lock. He testified “Yes, I am quite familiar with 
giving syphilitics heavy doses of arsenic and I 
don’t kill them. Maybrick didn’t die of arsenic 
either.” 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

•  Post mortem doctors would not have discussed 
venereal disease for a gentleman and a possible 
murder victim. It just wasn’t done. However, 
PM may have shown gummata in the stomach 
and ossification of the ribs. Ossification can be a 
precursor for necrosis. 



Ten Reasons We Believe James Maybrick 
Was a Neurosyphilitic  

Oh and one more thing…… 

•  There is the small matter of the Diary and the 
Watch……  

      
     Sir Jim was bat shit crazy in 1888-89. 



•  Syphilis was endemic in the Victorian era, 
concentrating largely in the upper class and 
the uneducated working poor. Treatment 
options were limited to put it mildly. 

What I would like you  
to take away from our talk today 



•  It is highly likely that Jack’s victims had 
syphilis. It is equally likely that if Jack was a 
customer, he had it as well. 

What I would like you  
to take away from our talk today 



•  We should perhaps revisit the old theories 
about revenge over contracting syphilis as a 
motive.  

What I would like you  
to take away from our talk today 



•  Syphilis was everywhere, and it was nowhere. 
You will not find so much as a sentence 
regarding the disease in Victorian literature, and 
it was considered a major faux pas to put it on a 
death certificate. It was not mentioned in polite 
society. Or at Ripper Conferences…. 

What I would like you  
to take away from our talk today 



What I would like you  
to take away from our talk today 


